FUTURE TRANSPORTATION NETWORK

Forty-six different bicycle-pedestrian
routes have been identified for the
Bloomington-Normal metropolitan area as il-
lustrated on Figure 4. These include the three
segments of Constitution Trail which now ex-
ist, plus forty-three segments that are partially
developed or desired for development over the
course of the approximately twenty year plan-
ning period. It is recognized that all identified
routes may not be developed during this time
frame. However, the plan is intended to serve
as an important guide for route development as
resources become available.

The future bicycle-pedestrian routes
discussed in this chapter are presented by geo-
graphic area. The Bloomington-Normal study
area was divided into four quadrants. Each
quadrant is discussed in the following pages
with references made to the maps which ac-
company this text. Figure 4 illustrates the fu-
ture routes which have been identified for the
entire metro area.

NORTHWEST METRO AREA

The Northwest Metro Area (See Figure
5.) has many important origins and destina-
tions most of which with the exception of Illi-
nois State University currently have little to no
accommodations for non-motorized travelers.
Included in this sub-area are ten proposed
routes. Five of these are primary routes and
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five are connector routes. Each
is described below.

Primary Routes
124. Mitsubishi Motorway North

A future primary bicycle-pedestrian
route is identified along this roadway from
Raab Road in northwest Normal to Route 5.
The primary function of this route will be to
provide access to Mitsubishi Motors Manufac-
turing of America and to rural portions of the
County. Important route connections include
the Conrail Branch of the Constitution Trail
(#137), and the College Avenue West (#126),
and Raab Road (#129) route. The utilitarian
potential for travel on this route is great due to
the access that would be provided to a major
employer and to the potential connections
from the north, east, south, and west. The ex-
isting Mitsubishi Motorway currently has
wide, paved shoulders that could be converted
to a bicycle lane.

126. College Avenue West

The College Avenue West route would
extend from Parkside Road to Mitsubishi Mo-
torway. This segment has significant potential
for utilitarian use by offering access to Mitsu-
bishi Manufacturing of America to the west
and Maxwell Park at its eastern most
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extension. While a highly desired connector
route, this route's implementation is compli-
cated by high traffic volumes and limited
right-of-way available to accommodate non-
motorized travel. Consideration should there-
fore be given to development of an on road fa-
cility.

127. Parkside Road

Parkside Road is an important potential
connector route that could connect Raab Road
(#129) with College Avenue West (#126) and
Gregory Avenue route (#128). This would al-
low users to access the Illinois State Univer-
sity Golf Course as well as Maxwell Park.
Furthermore, this could be an important link-
age to proposed residential development and
to the proposed site for the new Heartland
Community College campus.

The route would likely be built as an
off road trail. It would run parallel to the main
east-west collector built through what is cur-
rently proposed as a residential area.

129 Raab Road West

Raab Road West would be a four mile
primary segment providing access to the pro-
posed Heartland Community College campus
site and Mitsubishi Motors Manufacturing of
America. This segment would extend from
the Main Branch of the Constitution Trail
(#130) to the Mitsubishi Motorway North trail
(#124) This route would also provide access
to popular rural routes.

This route could be developed in con-
junction with the upgrade of Raab Road to ur-
ban standards as identified in the Long Range
Transportation Plan. With the probability of
high traffic volumes along Raab Road in the
future this trail should be developed off road,
but within the right of way if possible.

130. Constitution Trail Central Branch

The Central Branch of the Constitution
Trail is an existing primary facility which
would form the spine of the proposed system.
It has recently been extended and now
stretches south from Kerrick Road in north
Normal to Washington Street in Bloomington.
As mentioned earlier in this report, the initial
portion of this right-of-way was acquired from
the Illinois Gulf Railroad in 1986. It serves
the heart of the metropolitan area and has been
the basis of the region's trail system. Among
the many amenities located along this segment
of trail is the Hugh Atwood Wayside, Chil-
dren's Discovery Museum, and the Historic
Camelback Bridge (See Figure 3 ).

Connector Routes
102. Hiinois State University

The Bloomington-Normal Bicycle-
Pedestrian Plan identifies a connector route
throughout the campus of Illinois State Uni-
versity. The Illinois State University route
would encompass the portion of campus sur-
rounded by University Street, Beaufort Ave-
nue, School Street, and College Avenue. This
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