TRANSPORTATION

The location of trans-
portation facilities has a pro-
found effect on land use
development. The transporta-
tion plan will therefore com-
pliment and reinforce a com-
munity's land use plan. It will
also provide for the safe and
convenient movement of per-
sons and vehicles to, from
and within the community.
Alternative modes of travel
will also be considered in
order to provide for the needs
of all residents including
pedestrians and bicyclists.
The needs of these persons
are particularly important in a
smaller community where
short distances between desti-
nations and the lack of large
volumes of motorized traffic
make non-motorized travel
more attractive.

STREETS AND
HIGHWAYS

Design Principles

For the purposes of
this plan, the street system
has been classified into three
groups according to function.
These classifications are
major streets, collector streets
and local streets. Major
streets will be designed to
provide continuity and con-
nect the community with
nearby highways and other
population centers. Collector

streets will be designed to
collect traffic from the local
street system and distribute it
to the major streets. Collector
streets will not function as
alternative "through" streets,
and this can be accomplished
by limiting the length of seg-
ments that comprise the sys-
tem and by spacing collector
streets so as not to be located
close to major streets. Local
streets will carry low vol-

CHAPTER

Existing Street and Highway
System

Lexington's existing
street system generally pro-
vides efficient access to
points in and around the City.
The street and highway sys-
tem with respective traffic
volumes is presented in
Figure 6.

The primary access to
Lexington and other areas is

Exhibit 8-A. Route 66 Walkway/Bike Path

umes of traffic and serve as
access to abutting properties.
Local streets usually comprise
the majority of street mileage
in a community. These streets
will be designed to discour-
age through traffic by limit-
ing continuity or by providing
stop signs or other traffic
calming methods.

provided by Interstate 55 and
Route 66, which connect the
City to Bloomington-Normal
and Pontiac, as well as other
area locations. P. J. Keller
Highway on the City's west
side and Spencer Street pro-
vide access from the inter-
state into Lexington. North
Orange Street is a street
where City access can be
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obtained from County
Highway 2500 and Route 66
to the north. The City can
also be accessed from the
south by Grove Street from
Route 66.

Lexington streets are
primarily laid out in a
traditional grid system that
provides for ease of access
once in the City. West Main
is a major east and west
street, while Pine Street is the
major north/south street.
These facilities comprise the
existing major street and
highway system that serves
the needs of the community
and provides excellent access
to the City from all areas of
McLean County and beyond.

The City does not
have a well defined collector
street system that has been
designated to perform the
function of distributing traffic
to the major streets and high-
ways. It does, however, have
a number of major streets

designated as truck routes to
enhance traffic flow by
reducing conflicts with local
traffic (see Figure 6).

The local or minor
street system located east of
Route 66 is based on the
traditional grid pattern. The
local street pattern in the
south and southwest has been
designed to more contempo-
rary standards, which provide
for long blocks, curvalinear
streets and cul-de-sacs. The
primary access street for
newer residential develop-
ment on the southwest side is
Spencer Street. Most streets
leading in and out of these
subdivisions do not provide
the degree of continuity and
ease of access afforded by the
traditional grid system in the
older parts of town. There
are presently five cul-de-sacs
present on the southwest side
alone.

Future Major Streets

A major focus of the
transportation plan is on pre-
serving the existing street net-
work and on providing direc-
tion for the extension of
major streets that will be
needed to maintain continuity
and effectively serve future
development. The transporta-
tion plan provides for pre-
serving the existing system of
major streets and truck routes
as shown on Figure 7. It also
identifies a number of street
extensions to serve areas of
planned development and
likely future areas of growth
and development.

The most significant
street addition is the loop
around the southern edge of
the City created by the pro-
posed southern extension of
Lee and Vermillion Streets
and a connecting link
between them. This would
extend the City’s street net-

Table 8.1

Existing Major Streets and Truck Routes

City of Lexington

Facility

Direction

Local Truck Route

P. J. Keller Hwy
Main Street
Chatham Street
Walnut Street
South Street
Interstate 55
2480 East Road
Route 66

West Street
Pine Street
Orange Street

East-West NA
East-West
East-West Yes
East-West
East-West
North-South NA
North-South Yes
North-South NA
North-South
North-South
North-South

Between 2480 E. and West St.

Between West and Pine
Between West and east City Limits

Between Walnut and South
Between Walnut and Chatham
Between Route 66 and Chatham

Source: MCRPC and City of Lexington Revised Ordinances Sec. 5.28.
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FIGURE NO. 7
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work to serve the City’s
largest area of planned resi-
dential development.

Other important street
additions provided for in the
plan include the westerly
extension of Peine Drive and
the northerly extension of
Meadowland Drive to the
south side of P. J. Keller
Highway. Both extensions are
in the paths of planned
growth, and both offer poten-
tial for future extensions as
long range growth to the
southeast of the Interstate 55
interchange warrants. The
plan also identifies a number
of other potential long range
street extensions on the east-
ern and southern edges of the
City’s planned growth areas
(see Figure 7).

PEDESTRIAN AND
BICYCLE
TRANSPORTATION

Trails, streets and
sidewalks that provide for the
safe movement of pedestrians
and bicyclists represent a
desirable form of alternative
transportation that can also
meet local recreation needs.
It is important that these sys-
tems be well planned to com-
plement other community
facilities and not conflict with
the street and highway sys-
tem. This section addresses
the provision of pedestrian
and bicycle transportation
facilities in the Lexington
area.

Design Principles

A bicycle-pedestrian
transportation system will be
established according to the
following design principles.

1. Trails for non-motorized
travel will connect the
City with other communi-
ties and major recreation
sites in the region.

2. Trails will also connect
local recreation sites,
schools, and other com-
munity facilities or activity
centers with existing and
planned residential neigh-
borhoods.

3. Trails will be designed for
the safe use by residents
according to the following
priorities:

a. completely separated
from streets and high-
ways;

b. located adjacent to
streets or highways but
not utilizing the same
paved surface;

c. located on the same
paved surface but pro-
vided with a dedicated
lane or widened shoul-
der; and

d. located on a marked
“bike route” utilizing
the same paved surface
as other traffic on
minor streets.

4. Adequate sidewalks will

be provided in virtually all
developed areas.

Trails Plan

This plan incorporates the
recommendations for trails
presented in the McLean
County Regional
Comprehensive Plan and the
McLean County Regional
Greenways Plan as a starting
point for the City’s trails
plan. These plans proposed
that a trail system be estab-
lished throughout the County.
This regional system will
serve Lexington via the pro-
posed Historic Route 66
Bikeway with connections to
Towanda and the Constitution
Trail system of Bloomington-
Normal and points south, and
connections to Chenoa and
points north. Phase I design
of the segment from Towanda
to McLean is nearing comple-
tion, and will eventually be
followed by Phase I design
for the segment from
Towanda through Lexington
to Chenoa. The Route 66
Bikeway is ultimately envi-
sioned as a statewide or
nationwide bikeway that
could bring potentially signif-
icant economic benefits to
communities it serves.

The proposed Route 66
Bikeway would also serve as
a spine for an extended local
trail system. Currently, the
only separated trails are in
the park adjacent to the high
school grounds. The trails
plan for Lexington provides
for the development of a bike
trail loop from Route 66
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along “Memory Lane” and
another loop from the
Memory Lane/Route 66 con-
nection via the proposed
Turkey Creek and Mackinaw
River Greenways (see Figure
7). These trail loops will pro-
vide an interconnected system
that takes advantage of the
Historic Route 66 Bikeway
and creates exciting recre-
ational opportunities for both
residents and tourists. The
bicycle-pedestrian trail initia-
tive is partially being made
possible through a jurisdic-
tional transfer of a four-mile
stretch of the south-bound
lane of Old Route 66 from
the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT) to the
City. Approximately 2.2
miles of this section has
already been paved for use as
a bike and pedestrian trail.

In order to implement the
trails plan, the City will
determine the specific loca-
tion and design of each trail
segment. Based on the
design, costs estimates for
each segment will be obtained
so that priorities and funding
sources can be identified. The
City will then be prepared to
promote the acquisition,
development, and mainte-
nance of both on-road and
off-road trails to expand
opportunities for recreation,
tourism, and alternative
modes of transportation. The
City will also continue to
encourage the construction of
sidewalks throughout the
community and especially in
those areas that attract signifi-
cant numbers of pedestrians,
such as schools, parks and
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other public facilities. The
construction of sidewalks is
also of special importance in
congested commercial areas
and along major and collector
streets where safety is a con-
cern.





