INTRODUCTION

The City of
Lexington is located along
Interstate 55 approximately
seventeen miles northeast of
Bloomington-Normal (see
Figure 1). The area was first
settled by Kickapoo and
Delaware Native American
tribes, followed by the first
European settlers who arrived
in the 1820's on their way
West. From those humble
beginnings, Lexington
became a service center for
the surrounding agricultural
area, and has transformed
itself into an attractive bed-
room community due to its
high quality of life and prox-
imity to the growing
Bloomington-Normal metro-
politan area. Although the
City has experienced moder-
ate to steady growth in recent
decades, additional growth,
particularly commercial
growth, has been somewhat
limited over the years by lack
of a central sewer system.

However, preliminary
studies have already been
completed and planning is
underway to implement a city
sewer system which will posi-
tion the City for future
growth. A central sewer sys-
tem will allow growth in the
coming years by enabling the
City to take full advantage of
its small town appeal, com-
petitive-priced housing, and
proximity to Interstate 55.

The City already boasts
amenities such as schools,
recreation facilities and a
community center. These
amenities serve to attract and
retain residential and com-
mercial development and
associated population levels.
Lexington's established
assets, combined with the
growing cost of living in
Bloomington-Normal, posi-
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help protect and enhance the
City's quality of life.

PURPOSE OF THE PLAN

This comprehensive
plan is intended to serve as
an advisory guide for public
and private actions regarding
the future development of
Lexington. The plan is

el

Exhibit 1-A. Downtown Lexington

tion the City well for future
growth.

In order to meet the
demands of future growth, a
plan is needed to serve as a
guide for the City in making
decisions pertaining to future
land use and infrastructure
development. A comprehen-
sive plan provides a decision-
making framework to help
ensure coordinated growth
and development that will

designed to be periodically
reviewed and updated and is
intended to be flexible, so
that future development pro-
posals can be evaluated in
context with the intent of the
plan as opposed to the strict
letter of the plan.

The comprehensive
plan is also intended to
express community-based
aspirations for long-range
development. The compre-
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hensive plan examines past
and present trends in growth
and development and pro-
vides a “vision” for the
future.

SCOPE OF THE PLAN

Lexington and areas
contiguous for a distance of
one and one-half miles, with-
in which the City has plan-
ning jurisdiction, were
included in the study area for
this plan (see Figure 2). The
comprehensive plan addresses
issues related to the potential
growth of the City through
the year 2025. The compo-
nents of the plan include: nat-
ural environment, community
history, population, economy,
housing, land use, transporta-
tion, community facilities and
implementation.
Recommendations are made
for future use of land, streets,
public buildings, recreation
facilities, and water and
waste water systems. The
plan also addresses imple-
mentation with recommenda-
tions for specific actions that
will be needed to carry out
the plan.

METHOD OF APPROACH

Field surveys, per-
sonal interviews and existing
land use and census data were
used to analyze existing con-
ditions, project future needs
and formulate plans for the
future of the community.
Community problems,
resources, needs and poten-
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tials were identified and
addressed through this
process, which also outlined
actions necessary to imple-
ment the plan. This process
included City officials and
their representatives in the
review, modification and
refinement of specific ele-
ments of the plan.

LIMITATIONS OF THE
PLAN

A community com-
prehensive plan is not an end
result. The comprehensive
plan represents a series of
intermediate steps in the plan-
ning process. It summarizes
research and presents com-
munity goals and objectives
and recommends actions
needed to carry out the plan.
To effectively complete the
process, the City should carry
out the needed actions and
continually review and refine
the plan and the process.

The plan is concerned
with development issues rele-
vant to the City of Lexington
but cannot and does not
attempt, to thoroughly ana-
lyze all community issues. It
summarizes research results,
presents community goals and
objectives, makes recommen-
dations regarding future
development and suggests
actions which can be taken to
carry out the plan.
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