
This chapter summarizes the City’s
social, economic and environmental character-
istics and trends in order to form a basis for
developing goals, objectives, policies and
plans.  It begins with an overview of the phys-
ical characteristics and constraints of the natu-
ral environment, followed by a review of the
factors that shaped the City’s historical growth
and development.  It then presents a general
assessment of the local economic situation and
the corresponding demographic and housing
implications.  Land use, transportation and
community facility development is also
addressed.

NNAATTUURRAALL  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT

The natural environment contributes to
a high quality of life in Bloomington and

McLean County, and generally
presents only moderate limitations for commu-
nity growth and development.  Following is a
brief summary of the local climate, topogra-
phy, soils and flood plains with references
made to implications for development.

CClliimmaattee

Bloomington lies within the humid
continental climatic zone with four distinct
seasons that offer variety and generally do not
pose serious limitations for development or
adversely impact the local quality of life. The
local climate is characterized by warm and
humid summers with a July mean temperature
of approximately 76 degrees and a January
mean temperature of 26 degrees. The growing
season is approximately 172 days. The last
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killing frosts normally occur in mid May and
the first killing freeze in mid October.
Rainfall amounts to approximately 37 inches
per year and peaks during the growing season.
Snowfall in the winter months averages a total
of 24 inches. In the spring and summer
months, both frontal and convectional thunder-
storms produce occasional heavy downpours
that may cause some highly localized ponding
conditions in certain low-lying or depressional
areas.

TTooppooggrraapphhyy

Local topography is consistent with
that of the glacial till plain section of Central
Illinois. Most of the terrain is nearly level to
gently rolling with some steeper slopes occur-
ring adjacent to stream valleys and drainage-
ways, particularly along waterways such as
the Sugar Creek (see Map 2.1). The lowest
elevations within the City are primarily found
along the main branch of the Sugar Creek on
the southwestern edge of the community.
Relatively low elevations can also be found
along the many tributaries of the Sugar Creek
that dissect the community.  The City’s higher
elevations generally occur on glacial
moraines. The highest elevation within the
community is found on the Prairie Vista golf
course near the southern edge of the City.
Higher elevations are also prevalent near the
downtown area, in the vicinity of the Central
Illinois Regional Airport on the City’s east
side, and on the City’s northeastern edge. 

For the most part, the terrain presents
few constraints for most types of urban devel-
opment. Gravity flow sewers are possible in
many undeveloped areas immediately adjacent
to the City, although lift stations may be
required in some areas. Caution should be
exercised when considering the development
of very flat or depressional areas, since these
areas may exhibit ponding or flooding prob-
lems and could require drainage improvements
to alleviate such conditions. Although limited
in extent, localized areas of steep slopes can
produce erosion hazards during construction

of buildings, streets, and roads.

SSooiillss

McLean County contains some of the
world’s most productive farmland. The United
States Department of Agriculture, Natural
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) has
identified an abundance of prime farmland
throughout the County, including much of the
area adjacent to the City. In order to minimize
the loss of prime farmland, future develop-
ment should be contiguous to existing devel-
opment and should be reasonably compact,
avoiding excessively low densities and unnec-
essarily wide streets. However, it is recog-
nized that the high demand for urban land will
require the use of some prime farmland adja-
cent to the City. 

According to the NRCS, Bloomington
and much of Illinois contain a predominance
of soil types that exhibit severe limitations for
a variety of urban uses. Soil properties or site
features that are unfavorable or difficult to
overcome receive a severe rating by NRCS,
indicating that special design, construction,
and maintenance practices are necessary to
avoid potential problems. Although soil condi-
tions are important considerations, site loca-
tion, land availability and cost often play a
greater role in making development related
decisions, particularly if soil or other physical
limitations are not readily apparent. However,
local subdivision ordinances provide a safe-
guard by requiring that special precautions be
taken to overcome the physical limitations of
the land in order to minimize potential devel-
opment related problems. Additional informa-
tion on soil characteristics and limitations in
the Bloomington area is available from the
local office of the NRCS.

FFlloooodd  PPllaaiinnss

Flood plains represent an important
natural resource that should be preserved.
Flood plains, when left in their natural state,
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can serve as greenways to provide wildlife
habitat, trails and scenic natural areas within
the City. Because of this and the potential for
wetness problems in flood plains, intensive
urban development should not be permitted
there. Land use in flood plains should be
restricted to open space or similar non-inten-
sive use. When more intensive development is
appropriate, special building precautions and
site improvements should be required. Such
improvements may include improving existing
ditches and constructing new ditches, culverts,
bridges and pumping stations. Although these
types of improvements can greatly reduce
potential flooding and ponding, such measures
are quite costly. Thus, development demands
must be great enough to warrant these
increased costs and to justify the potential loss
of open space. 

Flood hazard areas have been identi-
fied by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) to assist in developing sound

flood plain management measures. The 100-
year flood has been adopted as the base flood
for purposes of instituting such measures.
Future development within flood hazard areas
must be insured in accordance with the
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968.
Designated Flood Hazard Areas in the
Bloomington area generally conform to the
floodplains of the small streams, branches and
tributaries of Sugar Creek, which are primari-
ly in a large band along the north, west and
southwest areas of the City and interspersed in
narrow bands in the north central area of the
community (see Map 2.1). In addition, seg-
ments of the Kickapoo Creek have been iden-
tified as flood hazard areas, particularly to the
southeast of the City.
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HHIISSTTOORRIICCAALL  GGRROOWWTTHH  AANNDD
DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT

In 1829, James Allin purchased land
at the north edge of the Blooming Grove and
opened the first store in what was to become
the City of Bloomington. Allin’s site won the
honor of becoming the county seat because of
his dedication of 22 acres of land both as a
site for a courthouse and for sale by the
County in order to fund the new government
and construction of the courthouse. During
this early period, growth of Bloomington was
slow. In 1850, the year Bloomington was
incorporated as a city, the population was
1,611.

Although the survival of the City of
Bloomington was somewhat guaranteed by its
status as county seat, the arrival in 1853 of
two railroads freed the City from its land
locked status and by 1860 the population of
the City had grown to 7,075. Other factors
would influence the growth of the community
including the coming of additional railroads,
and by 1900 the population of the city was
reported to be 24,000. This was only a pre-
view of the growth that has continued
throughout the twentieth century to the pres-
ent. Chart 2.1 illustrates the City’s historical
growth and some of the significant events in
the City’s history. The geographic expansion
of the City is illustrated on Map 2.2.

Five historic districts and a number of
dispersed historic sites are present within the

City.  These historic features were identified
in the City of Bloomington Five-year Historic
Preservation Plan completed in 1987. The
Plan also includes recommendations for addi-
tional historic designations. The City’s cur-
rently designated historic districts are shown
on Map 2.3 of this report.  Additional infor-
mation on the City’s history and references
are provided in the 1998 City of Bloomington
Comprehensive Plan.

EECCOONNOOMMYY

The City of Bloomington has a strong
and diversified local economy. The City is
host to numerous major employers, including
State Farm Insurance, Country Companies
Insurance, OSF St. Joseph Medical Center,
GROWMARK, General Electric, The
Pantagraph, and the Illinois Agricultural
Association. Bloomington and Normal
employers represent by far the largest employ-
ment center between Chicago and Springfield,
and between Peoria and Champaign-Urbana.

Besides directly contributing to com-
munity growth by providing jobs, these con-
cerns indirectly create a demand for high qual-
ity development and generate the tax revenues
needed to sustain a high level of urban servic-
es. These are important factors that contribute
to making the City of Bloomington an attrac-
tive community in which to live and work.

The City’s economy is also enhanced
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by a number of institutions of higher learning
located in the urban area, including Illinois
Wesleyan University, Heartland Community
College, Illinois State University and Lincoln
College. These institutions not only provide a
substantial number of jobs, but also offer a
wealth of educational resources and training
opportunities for area residents and employ-
ers.

The City’s favorable economy derives
largely from its strategic location and accessi-
bility (see Map 1.1). Situated in America’s
agricultural heartland, Bloomington is a major

agricultural service center. The City is cen-
trally located within the State of Illinois,
approximately midway between Chicago and
St. Louis, and between Champaign-Urbana
and Peoria. The region is served by Interstate
Highways 39, 55, and 74, along with three
State and U.S. Highways. The urban and rural
areas are well served by an efficient system of
arterial, collector, and local streets and roads.
Transportation of people and goods is further
enhanced by expanded passenger jet service at
the Central Illinois Regional Airport, which
offers daily flights to Chicago, St. Louis,
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Minneapolis, Detroit, and Orlando.
Furthermore, the Chicago-St. Louis rail corri-
dor and interstate bus and truck service pro-
vide additional land-based transportation.
Thus, the City’s excellent location and acces-
sibility have contributed to the vitality of the
local economy.

The following sections provide an
overview of local economic indicators, includ-
ing labor force and employment, income lev-
els and sales tax revenues.

LLaabboorr  FFoorrccee  aanndd  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt

Recent labor force and employment
data provide evidence of the strength of the
local economy. The exceptionally high rate of
employment growth in the 1980’s was exceed-
ed by that of the 1990’s (see Chart 2.2).
During this twenty-year period, the growth of
the labor force was able to keep pace with
employment growth and actually surpassed it

slightly by the year 2000. Nevertheless, the
unemployment rate decreased from 5.2 per-
cent in 1980 to 3.9 percent by 2000, up only
slightly from the 1990 level of 3.7 percent.
Both labor force and employment levels
increased by over 13,000, approaching 37,000
and 36,000, respectively, by the year 2000
(see Chart 2.3). 

IInnccoommee  LLeevveellss

Consistent with a healthy local econo-
my are the relatively high income levels of
Bloomington residents (see Chart 2.4). Income
levels in the City compare favorably to other
major central Illinois cities. The 2000 Census
reported the City’s median family income to
be $61,093, which was the highest of those
places compared in Chart 2.4 and significantly
higher than those outside McLean County.
The City’s per capita income level of $24,751
was also highest. The reported percentage of
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persons of all ages below poverty level was
lower than comparable central Illinois cities,
McLean County, and the State of Illinois (see
Chart 2.5). The relatively high income levels
and relatively low poverty rates give further
evidence of Bloomington’s strong and growing
economy.

SSaalleess  TTaaxx  RReevveennuueess

Sales tax receipts are a measure of the
volume of business and thus represent another

indicator of the City’s economic health.
Despite the downturn in the national and state
economies, recent data on the City’s sales tax
receipts also suggest a strong and stable local
economy. The number of taxpayers and total
receipts increased between 2000 and 2002.
Total receipts increased by 5.8 percent during
this period (see Chart 2.6). The increase in
total receipts occurred despite decreases in
those from drinking and eating places, furni-
ture, agricultural/other, and manufacturers.
This is indicative of the prosperous sales
activity among other industries. Lumber,
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many multiple story buildings; the upper
floors of many are being rehabilitated for resi-
dential use. Much of the City’s development
in more recent years continues to be com-
prised of large single family homes on larger
lots on the City’s east side and in the south-
west, along with commercial and office devel-
opment situated on large tracts of land on the
City’s western, eastern and southeastern
edges. Much of the major areas of vacant land
within the City that was noted in the 1998
Plan has been developed. The development of
these areas has contributed to compact devel-
opment, but will increase development pres-
sure on the outer edges of the City in the
years ahead.

Bloomington’s neighborhoods continue
to offer varying degrees of sustainability and
pedestrian orientation. The downtown and the
older, more traditional neighborhoods general-
ly exhibit a greater variety of uses and activity
centers in proximity to residential areas, mak-
ing these areas more pedestrian friendly.
Major land use conflicts within the City of
Bloomington are relatively rare. Newer subdi-
visions tend to exhibit more segregated uses.
While sidewalks in both older and newer
neighborhoods tend to promote walking, auto-
mobiles are still required for access to facili-
ties and services within most areas of the
community.

RReessiiddeennttiiaall

Residential land comprises the highest
percentage of any land use in the City (see
Chart 2.15). Just over one-third of the City’s
developed land is in residential use, the largest
majority of which is comprised of one to six
unit structures, with most being single family
units. There are a number of higher density
concentrations in widely dispersed locations,
and some fairly extensive areas of manufac-
tured housing in the southern and western por-
tions of the City (see Map 2.4). The principal
areas of the lower density residential develop-
ment in recent years have been to the north-
east, southeast and southwest.

Bloomington has a lower number of
acres in residential development per 100 per-
sons than the average city, indicating a some-
what higher than average residential density.
This can be attributed to two factors. One is
the fairly dense, older core, which comprises
a fairly significant percentage of the City’s
total area in residential development. The
other is the relatively high percentage of rental
units in the City.

CCoommmmeerrcciiaall

Commercial uses account for nearly
18 percent of the City’s developed land, and is
more than triple that of the average city in
terms of land per 100 persons. This can be
attributed to Bloomington’s role as a major,
regional service center with numerous auto-
mobile dealerships and “big box” retail, as
well as a major shopping center, an outlet
mall, the downtown, and numerous strip malls
and neighborhood shopping districts. Major
commercial areas are located along Veterans
Parkway, Route 9 East and West, U.S. 51
South, and the downtown area (see Map 2.4). 

IInndduussttrriiaall

Industrial land accounts for over 8
percent of the City’s developed area, and for
slightly more land per 100 persons than does
that of the average city. The considerably
lower ratio of industrial land than reported in
the City’s 1998 Comprehensive Plan is proba-
bly due more to classification differences than
to relative loss. Most of the City’s industrial
use is in office use, most notably the State
Farm complex in the southeast (see Map 2.4).
Other concentrations of industrial uses, includ-
ing manufacturing as well as office complex-
es, are located along Veterans’ Parkway, G.E.
Road, West Market Street, and to the south-
west along Route 66. 
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PPuubblliicc  aanndd  SSeemmii-PPuubblliicc

These areas include land used for
recreation, like parks and golf courses, and
for public buildings, like public schools and
government land and buildings. These areas
also include semi-public uses, like churches
and parochial schools. Nearly 19 percent of
the City’s developed land is devoted to public
and semi-public uses. The City’s ratio is
slightly below but comparable to that of the
average city. The distribution of the City’s
public and semi-public land is shown on Map
2.4, with the parks, recreation and open space
areas distinguished in green.

SSttrreeeettss,,  AAlllleeyyss  aanndd  RRaaiillrrooaaddss

These uses account for just over 21
percent of the City’s developed area. The
City’s ratio is comparable to that of the aver-
age city.

LLaakkee  BBlloooommiinnggttoonn  AArreeaa

The City owns Lake Bloomington and
surrounding land as shown in the inset of Map
2.4. A limited amount of very low density
residential development has been permitted
around the Lake. However, this issue has
been controversial, since the lake is the City’s
principal source of public water supply, and
the provision of a central sewer system around
the Lake would be extremely costly and would
encourage more development.

TTRRAANNSSPPOORRTTAATTIIOONN  SSYYSSTTEEMM

The City’s transportation system
includes the traffic circulation network of
major streets and highways, a public transit
system, bicycle and pedestrian transportation,
air service and rail service. The comprehen-
sive plan focuses on traffic circulation, transit
and bicycle/pedestrian transportation.

TTrraaffffiicc  CCiirrccuullaattiioonn  NNeettwwoorrkk

The City’s traffic circulation network
is comprised of a fairly well-linked system of
arterials, collectors and local streets that pro-
vides reasonably efficient access. Arterials
provide for the movement of relatively large
volumes of traffic across the community and
region. Collectors provide for traffic move-
ments between arterials and local streets.
Local streets serve to connect individual
parcels with collectors or arterials. The focus
of the comprehensive plan is on the City’s
arterial and collector streets, which together
comprise the City’s major street system.

Arterials

Arterials include interstate highways
and major streets and highways that carry
large volumes of traffic across the City and/or
between the City and other communities.
Three interstate highways provide access to
and from the urban area (see Map 2.5). I-55
passes through the twin cities and links St.
Louis and Chicago. I-74 connects the urban
area to Champaign-Urbana, Peoria, and the
Quad Cities. U.S. 51/I-39 also provides
access to Rockford and Decatur among other
destinations. Illinois Route 9 and U. S. Route
150 provide additional connections to areas
outside the urban area and are supplemented
by six County Highways that connect to the
urban area street system.

The City’s interior street system is
shown on Map 2.5. Facilities comprising the
arterial system include U.S. Route 51,
Veterans Parkway, Illinois Route 9, U. S.
Route 150, White Oak, Linden,
Towanda/State, Hershey, G. E., Airport,
Towanda-Barnes, Washington, Oakland,
Alexander, Morris, Market, Mitsubishi, Fox
Creek, Ft. Jesse, Streid, Ireland Grove,
Wylie, Hamilton, and Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.
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ner of Washington and East Streets.
Redeveloped as the Government Center, the
building is home to several City departments,
including Parks and Recreation, Planning and
Code Enforcement (PACE) which includes the
Building Safety, City Planning, Community
Development, and Facilities Management
Divisions, and the Bloomington Board of
Election Commissioners. City staff in the
Government Center also have access to build-
ing facilities such as conference rooms and
large meeting areas. Coordination with other
local agencies, such as the County Department
of Building and Zoning, the County Clerk, the
County Supervisor of Assessments, and other
County administrative offices, is facilitated by
the shared building.

Police Department

The Bloomington Police Department is
an outstanding structure, both in terms of
facilities and location. Located on South East
Street in Downtown Bloomington, just south
of  City Hall and north of the Public Service
Facility, it is well situated with respect to
downtown and other public buildings. First
occupied in 1997, the facility encompasses
42,000 square feet on three floors. Also locat-
ed on the premises is a three story parking
garage. The facility is exceptionally well
equipped and should be capable of meeting the
City’s needs for the foreseeable future. 

Fire Stations

The City of Bloomington has four fire
stations, most of which are well situated
throughout the City to serve existing and
expected short to medium range growth (see
Map 2.7). The headquarters is located on
North Lee Street in downtown Bloomington.
The second fire station is fairly new and locat-
ed at the intersection of South Morris Avenue
and Goose Creek adjacent to Forest Park and
Highland Park Golf Course in southwest
Bloomington. The third fire station, known as

the “airport station,” is located on East
Empire Street adjacent to the Bloomington-
Normal Airport near the new E911 communi-
cations facility in east Bloomington. Current
plans are to move this station’s facilities one
mile east, near the intersection of Route 9 and
Airport Road. There have also been discus-
sions between the City and the Town of
Normal regarding a possible joint service
agreement which could include the City’s
northeast.

Library

The Bloomington Public Library is an
excellent facility that is well located in prox-
imity to a number of other public buildings.
Built in 1977, it is located in the downtown
area on Olive Street, just east of City Hall. It
is a member of the Alliance Library System
and has full access to all of its resources. An
example, of one the benefits of this system is
the Interlibrary Loan System that spans from
county to county between the borders of
Indiana and Iowa. 

The Bloomington Public Library cur-
rently serves a total population of 73,189,
including 70,700 Bloomington residents and
2,489 residents of the Golden Prairie Public
Library Districts (GPPLD).  GPPLD includes
the communities of Arrowsmith, Bloomington,
Dale, Dawson and Old Town townships.  By
2025 the service area population of the
Bloomington Public Library is projected to be
approximately 92,500.

When compared with desired stan-
dards, it becomes evident that the
Bloomington Public Library is currently defi-
cient in a number of areas and that these defi-
ciencies will intensify as the community con-
tinues to grow unless corrective actions are
taken. Library needs are discussed in Chapter
4.

Bloomington Center for the Performing Arts

In July of 2001 the City acquired the
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Scottish Rite Temple (Consistory) located at
East and Locust Streets. As the Bloomington
Center for the Performing Arts, and in con-
junction with the McLean County Art Center,
the building anchors the Downtown Cultural
District. The Cultural District is being devel-
oped as a major attraction for the downtown
area, to to include a new park and other
amenities for users of the Center for the
Performing Arts.

Bloomington Arena

In mid-2004 the City broke ground for
the construction of a multi-purpose arena
located on Front Street between Center and
Lee Streets. On completion, the development
will include a sports and entertainment venue,
a fitness center, food services and associated
concessions and other services, and an indoor
ice skating rink for use by local amateur hock-
ey teams and the general public. The arena is
expected to open in 2006.

Public Service Facility

The Public Service Facility was built
in 1965 and occupies approximately 29,000
square feet on South East Street behind the
Police Station (see Map 2.7). The facility is
equipped to store traffic signs, equipment,
some carpentry applications and public works
vehicles. It serves as a meeting place for
employees who pick up their vehicles in the
mornings. There is also an on-site solid waste
transfer system that is certified by the
Environmental Protection Agency. Also on the
premises is a salt storage facility capable of
storing 6,200 tons of salt.

Water Department Facility

A new water department facility was con-
structed in 2003 on the north side of Division
Street, just west of the railroad tracks (see
Map 2.7). This facility was occupied for the

first time in 2004. It houses water department
offices and water system maintenance facilities
and supplies.

PPaarrkkss  aanndd  RReeccrreeaattiioonn

The City has a wide variety of parks
and recreation facilities, neighborhood parks,
community parks and a regional park within
the community. The City’s existing park loca-
tions and service areas are shown on Map 2.7.
The characteristics and features of these facili-
ties are summarized in Table A.9 in Appendix
A.

In addition to these facilities, the City
operates three municipal golf courses, as well
as other recreation facilities that offer alterna-
tive or specialized activities and opportunities,
such as Lake Bloomington. Lake Bloomington
is primarily a water source for the City but
does offer some recreational activities. The
City also has a system of multipurpose trails,
including the City’s segments of the
Constitution Trail. The City parks offer a
variety of playground equipment and athletic
fields in neighborhood settings. In addition,
public school facilities provide added park and
recreation space for residents.

In 1996, the City of Bloomington con-
tracted with Thompson Dyke & Associates to
prepare a long-range comprehensive park and
recreation plan for the City. The City of
Bloomington Park & Recreation
Comprehensive Plan, adopted by the City in
November, 1997, includes a thorough invento-
ry of park and recreation resources in the
community, and identifies current open space
standards and policies. It also presents the
results of a needs assessment study and con-
tains recommendations for future park and
recreation development. The plan is designed
to serve the City until the year 2015. The
City’s park plan is being updated by the con-
sultant concurrently with the development of
this comprehensive plan. Careful coordination
has taken place to ensure consistency of find-
ings and recommendations.

The preliminary draft of the park plan
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update reports an increase in total parkland of
approximately 175 acres since 1997 to the
present total of 1,050 acres. During this same
period, the length of the Constitution Trail
was increased significantly to 14 miles. The
increase in parkland includes McGraw Park
and Tipton Park, which were needed to help
address a shortage of community parks. The
consultant’s report indicates a need for addi-
tional neighborhood parkland to serve the
southern and western parts of the City and the
need for an increase in total parkland to meet
the design standard of ten acres of parkland
per 1,000 population. These needs do not
reflect the parkland requirements that will be
needed to serve the City’s projected future
growth. The City’s combined existing and
projected future parkland requirements are
addressed in Chapter 4.

SScchhoooollss

The City of Bloomington has an abun-
dance of excellent public school facilities.
There are two school districts that serve the
City of Bloomington, Unit 5 and District 87.
Unit 5 serves Normal and Bloomington as
well as a number of other communities, while
District 87 serves only Bloomington residents.
District 87 provides six elementary schools
and an Early Childhood Education Center.
The six schools are:  Bent, Irving, Oakland,
Sheridan, Stevenson, and Washington
Elementary Schools. It also consists of one
junior high school, Bloomington Junior High,
and one high school, Bloomington High
School. Unit 5 contains four elementary
schools in Bloomington--Brigham, Northpoint,
Pepper Ridge, and Fox Creek. While District
87 serves the inner city, Unit 5 serves the out-
lying areas and has the potential of serving the
City’s areas of outward expansion.

Bloomington also contains parochial
schools, including the newly constructed
Trinity Lutheran Elementary, Holy Trinity
Elementary and Junior High Schools, St.
Mary’s Elementary School, and the new
Central Catholic High School. Additionally,

Bloomington has Illinois Wesleyan University,
located in north central Bloomington.

WWaatteerr  SSyysstteemm

Water for the City of Bloomington is
provided by two lakes, Lake Bloomington and
Evergreen Lake. Lake Bloomington is a 635
acre impoundment of Money Creek located on
Lake Bloomington Road 11 miles north of the
City. Evergreen Lake is a 790 acre impound-
ment of Six Mile Creek located several miles
to the west.

Treatment is provided by a treatment
facility at Lake Bloomington and consists of
iron and manganese removal, lime softening,
disinfection, and fluoridation. The treatment
plant has been recently expanded to a capacity
of 30 million gallons per day (mgd).

Water is pumped between the two
lakes as required, treated and then pumped
directly to the City through a system of lines
ranging from six inches to 30 inches in diame-
ter. The minimum diameter of six inches is
primarily located in the older sections of the
City. The minimum diameter required in the
modern portion of the City is eight inches.
Water service is provided to virtually all City
residents, plus Crestwicke and the Village of
Towanda.

The City has several types and sizes
of storage facilities. It has two above ground
cylindrical steel water storage tanks, each with
a two million gallon capacity, located south of
Ft. Jesse Road in Normal. There are two rein-
forced concrete underground storage tanks
located on Division Street. One storage tank
has a ten million gallon capacity and the other
has a five million gallon capacity. The recent-
ly constructed Hamilton Road water tower is
an elevated steel storage tank that has a two
million gallon capacity. 

SSaanniittaarryy  SSeewweerr  SSyysstteemm

The Bloomington-Normal Water
Reclamation District provides for the treat-
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ment of wastewater generated within the
Bloomington-Normal Metropolitan area.
Treatment is provided at two plants. The West
plant is located in southwest Bloomington
north of West Oakland Avenue and east of I-
55/74 (see Map 2.7). This plant has a design
capacity of 22.5 mgd and, with the recent
addition of a second plant to serve the eastern
portion of the community, should be adequate
to serve the western portion of the City for the
foreseeable future.

The second treatment plant was
recently constructed in Randolph Township
along the Little Kickapoo Creek (see Map
2.7). Most development in the area located
south and east of Veterans Parkway from
Bunn Street to one-half mile north of Fort
Jesse Road will be diverted to the new south
plant. This diversion allows the existing inter-
ceptor, trunk sewer and plant capacity to
accommodate projected service area growth. 

SSttoorrmmwwaatteerr  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt

The City maintains separate stormwa-
ter and sanitary sewer systems, although some
combined sewers are present in older areas of
the City. The stormwater system is designed
for the capture, detention/retention, storage
and controlled discharge of excess runoff into
either man-made or natural drainage systems
through non-structural and structural means. It
permits the detention and treatment of runoff
as well as the protection of downstream areas.

The concept of stormwater
detention/retention is to temporarily store
excess runoff and release the stored volume at
controlled rates consistent with capacities of
downstream drainageways (natural and man-
made) and to adopt appropriate regulations
and ordinances.

The City currently has approximately
fifteen major detention/retention basins that
serve virtually the entire community. The City
recently adopted a stormwater management
plan developed in cooperation with the Town
of Normal, McLean County, Bloomington-
Normal Water Reclamation District, and

McLean County Regional Planning
Commission. This plan identifies specific
objectives and strategies for stormwater man-
agement, including runoff and contamination
reduction. An erosion control ordinance is
also being considered by the City staff as a
means to help reduce contamination of water-
ways from stormwater runoff. This ordinance
was also jointly developed with the jurisdic-
tions noted above.

38 City of Bloomington Comprehensive Plan




