
Priority future greenways are defined
for the purposes of this study as existing or
proposed greenways that exhibit at least one
of the following beneficial features:

1.  Multiple communities or large segments of
the population directly benefit from the green-
way. The greenway must benefit or serve
more than one community or neighborhood.

2.  A new or existing greenway or trail seg-
ment completes an existing greenway or trail.   

3.  An addition to a greenway or trail creates
a new connection between an existing green-
way or trail.

4.  The greenway preserves or creates wildlife
habitat and migration paths for threatened,
endangered or rare species. The greenway is
also large enough to sustain high quality plant
and animal life.

5.  The greenway preserves water quality or
has an ecological function. Examples include
flood plains, which provide for water storage
and recharge, streamside forests and filter
strips. Both streamside forests and filter strips
improve water quality by trapping and pre-
venting pollutants and sediment from reaching
waterways.

6.  The greenway prevents or protects residen-
tial and commercial areas threatened by flood
damage.

7.  The greenway serves as buffers to provide
protection for habitat, or connects to natural
areas that assist in the buffering of natural
areas from development. These buffers can
also provide a location for environmental edu-
cation, research or casual nature observation
or photography.
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LLIINNCCOOLLNN  UURRBBAANN  AARREEAA LLUU
Interstate 55 LU-1 * * * * 4
Allison Lake LU-2 * * * * * * 6
Commerce Park Area LU-3 * * * * * 5
1100 East Road LU-4 * * * * * * * 7
Route 10/121 LU-5 * * * * * 5
Kickapoo Street LU-6 * * * 3
Fifth Street LU-7 * * * * 4
Memorial Park LU-8 * * * * * * 6
Madigan Fish & Wildlife Preserve LU-9 * * * * * * * * * * 10
Lincoln Lakes Area LU-10 * * * * * * * * 8
Kickapoo Creek Park LU-11 * * * * * * * * * 9
Old Route 66 Corridor LU-12 * * * * * * * 7
Union Street LU-13 * * * * 4
State Street LU-14 * * * * 4
Pekin Street LU-15 * * * * 4
Nicholson Avenue LU-16 * * * * * 5
Lincoln College Campus LU-17 * * * * * 5
City of Lincoln Trail LU-18 * * * * * 5
Kankakee Street LU-19 * * * * 4
Wyatt Avenue LU-20 * * * * 4
LCHS/Lincoln Park District LU-21 * * * 3
Lincoln Christian College Campus LU-22 * * * * * 5
1400 East Road LU-23 * * * * 4
NNWW  CCOOUUNNTTYY NNWW
Prairie Creek & Tributaries NW-1 * * * * * 5
U.S. 136 NW-2 * * * * 4
2600 North Road NW-3 * * * * * 5
I-155 Corridor NW-4 * * * * 4
Sugar Creek & Tributaries NW-5 * * * * * * * 7
Interstate 55 NW-6 * * * * 4
1100 East Road NW-7 * * * * * 5
Illinois Route 10 NW-8 * * * * * 5
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NNEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY NNEE
U.S. Route 136 NE-1 * * * * 4
Sugar Creek/West Fork NE-2 * * * * * * * * 8
City of Atlanta Trail NE-3 * * * * 4
North Greens Area NE-4 * * * * * * 6
Old Route 66 Corridor NE-5 * * * * * * 6
Interstate 55 NE-6 * * * * 4
Kickapoo Creek NE-7 * * * * * * * * 8
2150 East Road NE-8 * * * * * 5
Deer Creek NE-9 * * * * * * * * 8
Illinois Route 10 NE-10 * * * 3
SSEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY SSEE
Deer Creek SE-1 * * * * * * * * * 9
Illinois Route 121 SE-2 * * * 3
1250 East Road SE-3 * * * * * 5
CNIC Rail Corridors SE-4 * * * * * 5
Salt Creek & Tributaries SE-5 * * * * * * * * 8
1500 East Road SE-6 * * * * * 5
Illinois Route 54 SE-7 * * * * 4
Downtown Mt. Pulaski SE-8 * * * * * 5
Lake Fork & Tributaries SE-9 * * * * * * * 7
Hunter Slough SE-10 * * * * * 5
1800 East Road SE-11 * * * * * 5
2150 East Road SE-12 * * * * * 5
950 North Road SE-13 * * * * * 5
SSWW  CCOOUUNNTTYY SSWW
1250 North Road SW-1 * * * * * 5
50 East Road SW-2 * * * * * 5
100 East Road SW-3 * * * * * 5
Pike Creek SW-4 * * * * * 5
1100 North Road SW-5 * * * * * 5
Salt Creek & Tributaries SW-6 * * * * * * * * 8
Interstate 55 SW-7 * * * * 4
Old Route 66 Corridor SW-8 * * * * * * 6
CNIC Rail Corridor SW-9 * * * * * 5
Elkhart Hill Area SW-10 * * * * 4
Wolf Creek SW-11 * * * 3
600 East Road SW-12 * * * * * 5
600 North Road SW-13 * * * * * 5
700 North Road SW-14 * * * * * 5
Lake Fork & Tributaries SW-15 * * * * * * * 7



8.  Protects important scenic vistas and his-
toric areas from development.

9.  Provides an area that is suitable for trail
development which could result in improved
access to trails, open space or recreational
facilities. 

10.  The trail or greenway has potential for
implementation. There is not any apparent
"use" conflicts, ownership issues or major
design problems that would prevent the trail
or greenway from being developed.

The County’s greenway resources
were evaluated on the basis of the above crite-
ria. The higher the number of beneficial fea-
tures identified, the higher the priority.
However, changing circumstances may alter
the priority rating. This sometimes occurs
when a railroad abandonment becomes immi-
nent or other trail development opportunities
arise. 

Each priority greenway is listed in
Exhibit 4.1 along with its corresponding bene-
ficial features and map number. The locations
of natural priority greenways within the
County are graphically illustrated in Map 4.1.

The following text describes priority
future greenways that were determined to have
at least six beneficial features. The character-
istics of each greenway are summarized,
whereas implementation methods will be dis-
cussed in Chapter 5. 

In order to better facilitate analysis,
the County was divided into the following
planning areas: Lincoln Urban Area,
Northwest Logan County, Northeast Logan
County, Southeast Logan County and
Southwest Logan County. Planning area maps
are also included in this chapter that show
geographic locations of these priority green-
ways.

LLIINNCCOOLLNN  UURRBBAANN  AARREEAA

Of the twenty-four priority greenways
identified for the Lincoln Urban Area, seven
were determined to provide at least six benefi-
cial features. These include: Madigan Fish
and Wildlife Area, Kickapoo Creek Park,
Lincoln Lakes Area, Route 66, Allison Lake,
Union Pacific/Amtrak Rail Corridor, and
Memorial Park (see Exhibit 4.2). Each of
these is discussed in more detail and in the
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near a private elementary school and is within
short distance of the Madigan Fish and
Wildlife Area to the southeast and Commerce
Park to the northwest. Memorial Park should
be considered as a primary destination for
greenway connectivity in the future. It is also
located near one of the primary targeted
growth areas for the urban area.

NNOORRTTHHWWEESSTT  LLOOGGAANN  CCOOUUNNTTYY

This area of Logan County features
few potential greenway corridors that could be
considered priority. However, a portion of
Sugar Creek does flow into West Lincoln and
Sheridan Townships (see Map 4.3). Other
townships in this sector include Prairie Creek
and Orvil.

SSuuggaarr  CCrreeeekk  aanndd  TTrriibbuuttaarriieess

Sugar Creek flows from McLean
County into Logan County from the northeast
to the southwest and bisects Illinois Route 10
and I-155 in this quadrant (see Map 4.3). The
creek is considered a vital waterway and

should be preserved as a priority greenway. It
is important for flood prevention and could
provide for a number of potential greenway
linkages along its path. The creek is also
important to the ecology of the County by
providing natural drainage and wildlife habi-
tat. 

NNOORRTTHHEEAASSTT  LLOOGGAANN  CCOOUUNNTTYY

The Northeast portion of Logan
County includes the townships of Eminence,
Atlanta, Oran and a significant portion east of
Lincoln beyond the City of Lincoln urban
area (see Map 4.4). Six greenways were
determined to have six or more beneficial fea-
tures for this area. These include: Sugar
Creek/West Fork, Kickapoo Creek, Deer
Creek, North Greens Area, Clear Creek, and
the Route 66 Corridor.

SSuuggaarr  CCrreeeekk//WWeesstt  FFoorrkk

Sugar Creek/West Fork in the
Northeast could become a vital link in a
regional greenway system. McLean County
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has already designated Sugar Creek among its
important potential greenways and is consider-
ing it as part of its future trail system. It is an
important waterway with a significant amount
of timber along its route in this portion of
Logan County.

KKiicckkaappoooo  CCrreeeekk

This stream flows east into Logan
County from DeWitt County (see Map 4.4).
Kickapoo Creek passes near or through sever-
al natural areas in the County and connects
with others in neighboring counties.
Naturalists throughout the area and the state
have targeted the creek for preservation due to
its importance in maintaining flora and fauna
indigenous to the State of Illinois and potential
environmental issues that are associated with
the creek. It is a stream that assists greatly in
the process of groundwater recharge along its
path.

Land owners along its path should be
encouraged to engage in conservation prac-
tices through the USDA Conservation Reserve
Program or applicable programs.
Conservation easements or transfer of devel-
opment rights may also be appropriate tools in
preserving the creek.

DDeeeerr  CCrreeeekk

Deer Creek flows into Logan County
at Oran Township from DeWitt County (see
Map 4.4). The creek has been recognized as
possessing some of the best habitat in the State
of Illinois for maintaining species of fresh
water fish. The creek has many important fea-
tures that contribute to its priority ranking (see
Exhibit 4.1). The water levels of the creek
remain stable throughout the year, and it
flows through and near significant natural
areas. It eventually flows into Salt Creek just
south of Lincoln.

NNoorrtthh  GGrreeeennss  AArreeaa

The North Greens Area is located in
the northeast portion of Atlanta and includes
the North Greens Golf Course and the sur-
rounding open areas (see Map 4.4). It is adja-
cent to Route 66 and the Union Pacific
Railroad line and has significant potential for
future trail development. The golf course
could provide for wildlife habitat by planting
trees and natural native prairie grass species
as improvements to the course are made over
time. A trail system could also be developed
in the adjacent residential development.

CClleeaarr  CCrreeeekk

Located in Atlanta Township, the
creek serves as a tributary of Kickapoo Creek
and also intersects Old Route 66 near the
Logan County/McLean County border (see
Map 4.4). The creek has enticing potential as
a trail or trail connector while possessing
many natural features. The creek is also
important in contributing to the natural
drainage system of the area and assists in
wildlife preservation.

RRoouuttee  6666  CCoorrrriiddoorr  

The Route 66 Corridor and its poten-
tial for greenway and trail development also
extends into this section of the County (see
Map 4.4).

SSOOUUTTHHEEAASSTT    LLOOGGAANN  CCOOUUNNTTYY

Southeast Logan County includes the
townships of Aetna, Chester, Mount Pulaski
and Laenna and Lake Fork (see Map 4.5).
Deer Creek is a greenway designated for pri-
ority status in this sector, but its value has
already been discussed in the previous text.
Salt Creek and Lake Fork are two other
waterways in this area that should be consid-
ered for priority status (see Exhibit 4.1).

44 Logan County Greenways Plan




