
Greenway resources are natural and
man-made features that may provide opportu-
nities for developing greenways. Topographic
features, waterways, flood plains, wetlands,
vegetation and wildlife habitat are natural fea-
tures that can enhance opportunities for green-
way development. Urbanization, protected
open space, existing and planned trails, roads
and rights-of-way are man-made features that
may also represent opportunities for green-
ways. The natural and man-made greenway
resources of Logan County are identified in
the chapter for consideration in developing
greenways and greenway linkages throughout
the County.

NNAATTUURRAALL  FFEEAATTUURREESS

Logan County is located in the geo-
graphic center of Illinois and encompasses 618
square miles. It has a maximum elevation of

771 feet. The Logan County terrain was
formed during the glacial period. The County
is blessed with rich agricultural soils with the
majority being Ipava-Sable-Tama which is
dark and predominately level. Some areas of
the County are subject to elevation changes
along drainage areas, knolls and degraded
moraines. Logan County features several
streams and waterways that wind through all
portions of the County. Some of these water
bodies provide vital connections to waterways
in other neighboring counties and assist in
preserving Logan County's natural ecology.   

WWaatteerrwwaayyss  aanndd  FFlloooodd  PPllaaiinnss

The network of major streams and
tributaries in Logan County include: Salt
Creek, Kickapoo Creek, Sugar Creek and
Deer Creek. Smaller networks include: Lake
Fork and its tributaries, Clear Creek and
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Prairie Creek are smaller and less significant
water bodies.

Salt Creek

Salt Creek flows into eastern Logan
County from Aetna Township and travels west
until merging with Lake Fork. It runs north
and converges with Deer Creek near the
southern edge of the City of Lincoln and then
flows to the confluence of the Sangamon
River in eastern Sangamon County (see Map
3.1). In the early 1900's, some portions of the
creek were straightened and deepened in order
to decrease the occurrences of flooding and to
increase the water flow of the creek. This
alteration of the stream created the Lower Salt
Creek tributary.

Historically, Salt Creek carried a sig-
nificant amount of silt from agricultural opera-
tions. However, this silt flow has a tendency
to drop during the winter months causing the
creek to appear less muddy.

Salt Creek has always been considered
an important natural water body for Logan
County. Some portions of the creek are not
channeled. The creek is heavily forested in

some areas, particularly in the upper reaches
in the eastern portion of the County. It is a
primary passive recreational area for County
residents and is home to various species of
fish, birds and mammals.

Kickapoo Creek

Kickapoo Creek flows into northeast
Logan County from DeWitt County and then
to the southwest. It meets Salt Creek just
north of County Road 1400 North and east of
County Road 700 East near the border of
Broadwell and West Lincoln townships. The
Kickapoo converges with Clear Creek near
Atlanta and Salt Creek near Lincoln (see Map
3.1). Although not officially endangered, por-
tions of the Creek are believed to have envi-
ronmental issues that merit monitoring. The
Creek also flows into Kickapoo Creek Park
just north of Lincoln.

Sugar Creek

Sugar Creek extends from the north-
east to the southwest through Eminence,
Orvil, West Lincoln and Sheridan Townships.
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The creek runs into Logan County from
McLean County (see Map 3.1). The upper
reaches of the creek in northeast Logan
County feature significant patches of forest
along its banks that provide natural areas and
habitat for wildlife. 

Deer Creek

Deer Creek flows into Logan County
from DeWitt County. The water body mean-
ders through the northeast and central region
of Logan County until it converges with the
Salt and Lake Fork Creeks near the Edward

R. Madigan Fish and Wildlife Area just south
of Lincoln. The creek is channeled from State
Route 121 and to the west (see Map 3.1).
Deer Creek is recognized as having some of
the best recreational fishing in the County.

Other Waterways    

Several smaller and man-made water-
ways are also present within the County. Lake
Fork is a man-made creek and is sterile sever-
al times during the year. It flows in a south to
southeasterly direction from Lincoln and has
two tributaries (Lake Fork South and Lake
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TTaabbllee  33..11
EENNDDAANNGGEERREEDD  AANNDD  TTHHRREEAATTEENNEEDD  SSPPEECCIIEESS

LLooggaann  CCoouunnttyy,,  IIll ll iinnoo iiss

CCoommmmoonn  NNaammee SSttaattee  SSttaattuuss HHaabbii ttaatt HHaabbii ttaatt   DDeettaaii ll ss
Henslow's Sparrow Endangered Prairies, grasslands,

and savannas
Tallgrass prairies, 
agricultural 
grasslands, pine 
savannas

Ear-Leafed Foxglove Endangered Prairie Prairie pastures, 
formerly cultivated 
farm fields, roadsides
and flood plains

Source: Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Illinois Natural Heritage Database 2005

Photo



any future greenways and trail planning for
the City.

Elkhart

The Village is located in the southwest
portion of the County near Interstate 55. The
most notable natural feature of Elkhart is
Elkhart Hill which is 771 feet above sea level
and is the highest point in Logan County. The
village has a small park and ball field which
also serves as part of the elementary school
complex. Opportunities do exist to take advan-
tage of the Old Route 66 Corridor which
intersects the community. Elkhart Hill also
has potential for passive recreation but may be
limited due to private ownership. County
Highway 11 also intersects the community and
extends north and south.

Others

Several of Logan County's smaller
communities have at least one small park.
Chestnut has two small community parks. A
monument in the park near the business dis-
trict designates it as the geographic center of
the State of Illinois. New Holland also has the
New Holland Legion Park which features play
areas, playground equipment and areas for
picnicking.

Rural Logan County parks located
outside Logan County municipalities include
the Edward R. Madigan Fish and Wildlife
Area, Kickapoo Creek Park, both located just
outside of Lincoln, Chestnut-Beason Park
located in eastern Logan County east of
County Highway 6 between the communities
of Chestnut and Beason (see Map 3.1).

The Edward R. Madigan Fish and
Wildlife Area is located just outside Lincoln
to the south and is the County's only state
park. The State of Illinois acquired the land
for a state park in 1970 from the Department
of Mental Health. Development of the park
began in 1971. It was called Railsplitter State
Park before its name was changed in 1995.

The park encompasses 974 acres and offers
passive recreational opportunities. Activities at
the park include: bird watching, fishing,
canoeing, hiking, picnicking and horseshoes.
The park has many different species of trees
and features the largest sycamore tree in
Illinois. The park is also home to many
species of wildlife including deer, raccoons,
pheasant, quail, rabbit and hawks among oth-
ers.

Kickapoo Creek Park is 2,000 acres
and is located just northwest of the Lincoln
city limits. The park has many natural features
including a fitness/walking trail. There are
several shelters for picnic activities. Various
species of wildlife roam the park at several
points. Kickapoo Creek Park also serves as a
nature preserve.

Chestnut-Beason Park is approximate-
ly equidistant from the communities of
Chestnut and Beason. The park is located just
off of County Highway 6. The park's center-
piece is a pond located in the middle of the
facility that is used for fishing. It also has sev-
eral picnic shelters. The park is primarily uti-
lized for passive recreational opportunities.

SSEEMMII-PPUUBBLLIICC  OORR  PPRRIIVVAATTEE  OOPPEENN  SSPPAACCEE

Semi-public or private open space usu-
ally requires that payment be rendered for use
or may have use restrictions associated with
the facility. These facilities include golf cours-
es and parks not owned by government agen-
cies. 

Although not principally designed for
this purpose, golf courses can provide needed
habitat for flora and fauna. Some courses fea-
ture areas of dense forest, natural vegetation,
and natural or man-made water bodies in
which certain species of plants and animals
can thrive. Such features can contribute to
enhancing the environment while providing an
active recreational activity for local citizens.
Elks Golf Course is Lincoln's only golf course
and is private. 

Private or corporate recreation areas
are also considered semi-public or private
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open space. These include sportsman's clubs,
private fishing facilities, and parks operated
by private companies or agencies. The
Lincoln Sportsman's Club in Logan County is
a private facility and is located near Edward
R. Madigan Fish and Wildlife Area just off of
Old Route 66. The Lincoln Lakes area is
another example of private open space. It fea-
tures boating for small watercraft, swimming
and fishing for its residents.

CCUURRRREENNTT  PPLLAANNNNIINNGG  AACCTTIIVVIITTIIEESS  

Local trail enthusiasts and community
leaders are in the initial stages of conceptual-
izing possible county-wide trails for Logan
County. One trail concept would follow the
Old Route 66 Corridor with possible connec-
tions to other regional trail systems conceived
for McLean County to the north and
Sangamon County to the south. Other dis-
cussed trail concepts would utilize existing
County roads that would connect at desirable
areas on all four sides of the County.   

Trail supporters in the City of Lincoln
have drawn up conceptual trail routes that
would establish a pedestrian/bike trail

throughout the City. These concepts would
connect the City on all sides. Possible connec-
tions and destinations would include: Lincoln
Christian College, the Heritage-In-Flight
Museum, utilizing the LDC complex and con-
nections to Memorial Park and Kickapoo
Creek County Park. The trail could also fea-
ture a regional conduit by using Old Route 66
that could eventually connect to the Village of
Atlanta in the northeast portion of the County.
All trail planning should be done with the
intent for connectivity and creating a workable
network.

RRAAIILLRROOAADDSS

A number of active and inactive rail-
roads are currently present within Logan
County. These lines may offer some potential
for trail development. Inactive railroad rights-
of-way can sometimes be obtained by local
governments or agencies to be developed for
greenways and trails. The status of Logan
County railroads is summarized in the follow-
ing paragraphs. 
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AAccttiivvee  LLooggaann  CCoouunnttyy  RRaaiill  LLiinneess

Several active rail lines sit within
Logan County. The County is currently serv-
iced by rail lines operated by the Union
Pacific Railroad and the Canadian
National/Illinois Central Railroad (CNIC).
The Union Pacific line which is utilized by
Amtrak for passenger service traverses the
County from northeast to southwest and gen-
erally extends parallel to U.S. Route 66. The
Union Pacific rail line intersects the communi-
ties of Elkhart, Broadwell, Lincoln, and
Atlanta. 

Two lines of the CNIC are also active
within the County. A shorter CNIC line
extends southwest to northeast adjacent to
State Route 54 from Cornland through Mt.
Pulaski and onto Chestnut before entering
DeWitt County. Another CNIC line extends
from the northwest to the southeast intersect-
ing the communities of Emden, Hartsburg,
Lincoln, Mt. Pulaski and Latham. This line
tends to extend adjacent to Illinois State Route
121.

IInnaaccttiivvee  LLooggaann  CCoouunnttyy  RRaaiill  LLiinneess

The Illinois Central Gulf line which
extended west and east across the County
from New Holland to Lincoln and onto
Beason was abandoned several years ago.
Most of the old line was sold to land owners
who owned property adjacent to the line. A
majority of this property has been converted
into cropland again. There are also some
interurban rail lines in Lincoln that were aban-
doned some time ago as well. There is also a
short band of abandoned track in Eminence
and Atlanta Townships that was owned and
operated by Conrail but is no longer opera-
tional. This portion of track extended through
the northeastern section of the County in a
northwest-east direction intersecting the City
of Atlanta. The portion of Union Pacific track
that goes through Atlanta is owned by the
City. In addition, there was an abbreviated
section of ICG track that was abandoned

sometime ago near Middletown but has since
been removed. These former rail corridors
may provide an opportunity for future green-
ways development.

RROOAADDWWAAYYSS

Street and road rights-of-way can pro-
vide opportunities to develop trails. When
rights-of-way are sufficiently wide, it is some-
times possible to develop off-road trails within
the rights-of-way to make trail connections
and expand the trail system. It is also possible
to develop over-the-road trails when traffic
volumes are relatively low and site destina-
tions are adequate. The rural and local roads
discussed earlier may offer some potential as
connectors for other greenways and trails that
are officially designated as such for recre-
ational purposes. However, it is unlikely these
roads would be signed for this purpose due to
potential liability concerns. Among the state
and interstate highways, Route 66 appears to
offer the greatest potential for on and off-road
trails. These roadways are summarized in the
following paragraphs.

RRoouuttee  6666

U.S. Route 66 was among the most
significant national highways in America.
First commissioned in 1926, the highway
extended more than 2,000 miles from Chicago
to Los Angeles. Within Logan County, Route
66 extends in a northeast to southwest direc-
tion from Atlanta to just southwest of Elkhart.
In addition to Atlanta and Elkhart, it also trav-
erses through the communities of Lawndale,
Lincoln and Broadwell. The highway was
decommissioned in 1977 and replaced by
Interstate 55. The new Interstate primarily
skirts around the communities that Route 66
intersected.

Like many areas of the state, Route 66
was developed into a two-lane or four-way
lane divided highway. Route 66 has basically
been used for regional or by-pass travel by
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local Logan County residents. Some of the
southbound lanes remain, but most are aban-
doned and closed to motorized traffic.

Route 66 remains a nostalgic cruising
route for many people from around the world.
Tourists from across the country and around
the world come to the United States annually
to experience the pleasure and history of
Route 66. Many municipalities and counties
around the country, including McLean County
to the north, are taking advantage of the
appeal of this historic roadway by making it a
greenway connection and tourist destination.

IInntteerrssttaattee  5555

This is the primary interstate route
from Chicago to Los Angeles that replaced
Route 66 when it was decommissioned in
1977. Most of Interstate 55 parallels the Old
Route 66 route. Interstate 55 was designed to
by-pass smaller communities in exchange for
faster travel. Its merit as a trail or greenway
connector is being debated and evaluated by
many local and state governments.

IInntteerrssttaattee  115555              

Route I-155 connects Interstate 55 on
the south near Lincoln with Interstate 74 on
the north near Morton. The route runs parallel
to State Route 121 in the northern portion of
Logan County. I-155 does not directly inter-
sect any Logan County communities, although
it passes near the Villages of Hartsburg and
Emden.

IIlllliinnooiiss  RRoouuttee  112211

State Route 121 has long connected
Logan County from northwest to southeast.
The highway begins near I-155 and U.S.
Highway 136 east of Emden and intersects the
communities of Hartsburg, Lincoln, Mt.
Pulaski and Latham. It has been a popular
route for Logan County residents to reach

Macon County and the City of Decatur. The
two-lane highway is still frequently used.

UU..SS..  HHiigghhwwaayy  113366

The highway extends in an east/west
direction across northern Logan County. The
only municipality it intersects within the
County is San Jose. Emden is situated just to
the south of U.S. 136 at County Highway 22.
The highway crosses several water bodies
including Sugar Creek, the West Fork of
Sugar Creek , Prairie Creek and Prairie Creek
Ditch.

IIlllliinnooiiss  RRoouuttee  1100

Illinois Route 10 extends in a some-
what winding east-west direction across the
central portion of the County. The route basi-
cally shadowed the old Illinois Central Gulf
Railroad tracks that traversed in the same
direction but has since been abandoned and
removed. The route extends through the com-
munities of New Holland and Lincoln and is
just north of Beason.

SSttaattee  RRoouuttee  5544      

State Route 54 extends along the
CNIC Railroad line in the southeast portion of
the County. It goes through the communities
of Cornland, Lake Fork, Mt. Pulaski, and
Chestnut. Chestnut is at the geographical cen-
ter of the State of Illinois. State Route 54
intersects Route 121 in the southern end of
Mt. Pulaski. It is a primary route to Clinton in
DeWitt County.

IINNTTEERR-RREEGGIIOONNAALL  CCOONNSSIIDDEERRAATTIIOONNSS

Logan County's proximity to a signifi-
cant number of small and medium-sized met-
ropolitan areas present an opportunity to con-
nect potential greenways and trails from
Logan County to these areas. Highways, flood
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plains, railroads, and existing trails are all
potential avenues that could provide greenway
connections to other neighboring communities
and counties. Development of the trail and
greenway system within Logan County will
provide a basis for greenway connections
beyond the Logan County boundaries.

BBlloooommiinnggttoonn-NNoorrmmaall

The rights-of-way along U.S. Route
66 or other state or county roads may offer
some potential to connect trails or greenways
from Logan County to McLean County. The
concept of the State Route 66 Trail conceived
in 2005 by the League of Illinois Bicyclists,
Illinois Department of Natural Resources and
Illinois Department of Transportation contin-
ues to be discussed. This pedestrian/bicycle
route could be connected to the Historical
Route 66 Bikeway in McLean County near the
Village of McLean.

Logan County community leaders
have already been participating on regional
and state committees that are discussing a
State Route 66 Trail. Route 66 preservation
efforts offer opportunities to use the historical
highway corridor as a greenway that could
provide statewide benefits while promoting
local tourism opportunities.

The Union Pacific rail corridor that
runs adjacent to U.S. Route 66 and is also
used by Amtrak represents a possible trail
opportunity over time that may be used in the
absence of Route 66. This opportunity has
also been referenced on pages 34 and 35 of
this document. 

Water bodies such as Salt Creek,
Sugar Creek and Kickapoo Creek flow
through both Logan and McLean Counties.
Efforts to preserve and protect these water-
ways in both counties offer potential for
greenways connections between the counties
and could help improve water quality, pre-
serve plant and wildlife habitat, provide pas-
sive recreational opportunities and reduce the
potential for flooding.

SSpprriinnggffiieelldd          

U.S. Route 66 and Interstate 55 corri-
dors provide some of the same opportunities
for connections to the south as mentioned ear-
lier for the north. Extending a trail or creating
a greenway south to Sangamon County has the
same merit as exploring connections into
McLean County. The parallel rail corridor
also extends southward. The Lincoln heritage
is also shared by Sangamon and Logan
Counties and could provide additional oppor-
tunities for trail connections and tourism. Both
counties have Lincoln and other historical
points of interest. The Sangamon River is one
of the region's largest waterways and may
also provide an opportunity for establishing a
natural greenway connection with Sangamon
County.

DDeeccaattuurr

Potential greenway connections to
Macon County are more limited. State Route
121, which intersects several Logan County
communities, is one possibility. An active
CNIC rail line also runs adjacent to the state
route in many areas. Further study would be
required to determine the feasible use of these
facilities for possible greenway connections
with Macon County.

PPeeoorriiaa

Route I-155 which begins just north of
Lincoln and provides a connection to the
Peoria area from Interstate 55 may have some
potential as a greenway corridor but obstacles
to usage would have to be overcome. The
route passes near the Logan County communi-
ties of Hartsburg and Emden in the northern
portion of the County. The route runs close to
State Route 121 and eventually connects to I-
74 at Morton in Tazewell County. Potential
for bikeways and natural areas along this cor-
ridor would have to be further explored in
context with state policies regarding the usage
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of interstate highway rights-of-way.

SSUUMMMMAARRYY  AANNDD  CCOONNCCLLUUSSIIOONNSS

Logan County has many natural and
man-made features that offer varying degrees
of potential for integration into a regional sys-
tem of greenways. These include: Edward R.
Madigan Fish and Wildlife Area, Kickapoo
Creek Park, Memorial Park, inactive railroad
corridors, Route 66 Corridor, Salt Creek,
Sugar Creek, Kickapoo Creek, Deer Creek,
the Elkhart Hill Area and various other histor-
ical sites located throughout the County. The
expected growth of the County’s larger com-
munities could also provide opportunities for
integrating greenways and trails into new
development.
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